
Indigent Decedent (Pauper) Disposition Assistance Policy

Hill County, TX 2021

Please read the following carefully to ensure that you fully understand the below policies
and procedures for disposition of pauper remains. Failure to comply will result in

delaying the process of the application.

I.

II.

General Information:

Authority: Hill County is authorized under TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE, Title 8

Section 694.002, to provide for disposition of remains of paupers in Hill County and to assist the

next of kin of deceased individuals in obtaining disposition of remains where the decedent and / or

next of kin are unable to afford burial / cremation of remains and who meet the requirements of this
applicable Hill County Policy.

Provision of Service: Disposition of Pauper remains assistance may be provided to eligible Hill

County residents and families who lack the income or resources to afford any type of funeral

expenses and who meet applicable eligibility requirements under this policy. All requests must be

approved by designated Hill County employee (Caseworker) prior to disposition of remains.

Cremation is the approved method for the final disposition of a deceased person with the ONLY

EXCEPTION being the documented religious affiliation of the deceased pauper who died in Hill

County, TX.

III. Statutory Guidelines: Hill County will provide funding for cremation services in accordance with

all applicable federal, state and local laws, rules and regulations.

I.

II.

1.

Program Administration:

Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to establish standards for administration of the Indigent

Decedent (Pauper) Disposition Assistance Policy, per Texas Health And Safety Code, Title 8
Section 694.002 and including the following:

1. Criteria: Establishing the general and specific criteria for determining eligibility.
2. Definitions: Setting forth applicable definitions.
3. Application Process: Setting forth general application process.

Definitions: (In this policy,the following terms will have the meaning set forth herein.)

Pauper (Indigent Decedent): A person destitute of means except such as are derived from charity.
Specifically, one who receives aid from funds designated for the poor. (As defined by Merriam-

Webster)

2. Applicant: Individual applying for assistance under this policy.

3. Caseworker: A qualified Hill County employee who assumes the overall responsibility of timely
organizing and ensuring the receipt of needed services for a qualified applicant or the timely
notification of the denial of services.



4. Common Law Marriage: A union recognized as a legal marriage under the Laws of Texas which

meets certain criteria including the following:

(a) Both parties are free to marry

(b) Both parties live together

(c) Both parties hold out to the public that they are legally married

5. Date of Payment Approval: The date a Caseworker has obtained all necessary information and

documents required to approve assistance and initiate the payment process related to receipt of

services under this Policy.

6. Decedent: The individual for whom assistance is requested / provided under this Policy.

7. Emancipated Minor: A person under 18 years of age who has been legally declared as an

8.

emancipated minor by the court; or a person under 18 years of age who is legally married.
Fiscal Year: The Hill County, TX fiscal year which begins October 1st of each year and ends

September 30 of the next following year.
9. Funeral Home: A funeral home which has agreed to accept Hill County's approved payment amount

for services pursuant to this Policy.

10. Household: An applicant and those individuals sharing the applicant's housing unit as defined in this
Policy although other Next of Kin income will be reviewed.

11. Income: The total monetary receipts from all sources, including tips, before deductions from all

sources as set forth in this Policy.
12. Next of Kin: The legal next of kin as defined in TEXAS HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE ANN..,

Section 711.002, "Disposition of Remains, and Duty to Inter" and Section 38 (a) of Texas Probate

Code. The applicant under this Policy must provide proof that applicant is the Next of Kin.

13. Residency: An individual that has a Texas ID#, paid rent /mortgage, and / or applied or received

food stamps in Hill County, TX prior to death. Determination of "Residency"will be adhered to as

set forth in this Policy.

14. Resource / Assets: The earnings of the household or all legal Next of Kin, the total of which must be

less than the allowable limit as set forth in this Policy. Countable Resources / Assets for the program

will be determined by this Policy.

15. Third Party: A person who has no personal gain and no personal relationship to the Applicant or any

member of the Applicant's Household as a relative, friend or neighbor. Examples of a third party

are: employers, school nurses, social service agency representatives, lawyers / paralegals, etc...

16. Thirty-Day Period: The previous thirty calendar days from and including the date of application.

Legal Authority:

Texas Health And Safety Code 694.002

Duty of Commissioner's Court Concerning Disposition of Body of Deceased Paupers

(a) The commissioner's court of each county shall provide for the disposition of the body of a deceased

pauper. The commissioners' court may adopt rules to implement this section.

(b) The commissioner's court shall consider any information, including the religious affiliation of the

deceased pauper, provided by a person listed in Section 711.002(a).




















